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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  RINGWOOD  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  1950 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge. 

I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  fourth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  circumstances  of  your  district. 

Another  year  of  the  National  Health  Service  has  done  little 
to  prove  that  many  of  the  radical  changes  which  it  introduced  were 
changes  for  the  better.  Discontent  among  general  practitioners 
has  grown  no  less,  complaints  of  abuses  of  the  scheme  are  heard 
on  all  sides,  local  authority  priority  dental  services  have  continued 
to  dwindle,  immunisation  and  vaccination  have  further  declined, 
and  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  remind 
Hospital  Boards  of  the  need  for  co-operation  in  matter  of  infectious 
disease  with  the  lowly  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  comprises 
a  strip  of  country  some  six  to  nine  miles  wide  and  sixteen  miles 
long  along  the  western  border  of  Hampshire.  It  includes  the 
valley  of  the  Avon  throughout  its  whole  course  in  Hampshire  until 
it  reaches  the  Borough  of  Christchurch.  The  terrain  varies  from 
the  typical  chalk  downs  of  the  north  to  the  fertile  river  valley  with 
forest  and  open  barren  heathland  on  either  side. 

Geologically  the  district  in  the  main  is  made  up  of  the  Eocene 
formation  known  as  the  Bracklesham  beds  and  the  Bagshot  sands. 

Agriculture  with  the  emphasis  on  milk'production  is  the  principal 
occupation,  but  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  light  industries 
established  in  the  two  towns  and  further  industry  of  this  nature  is 
springing  up  at  Hurn. 

The  District  contains  sixteen  parishes  and  has  a  rising  popula¬ 
tion  which  has  now  reached  an  estimated  23,220.  The  total  area 
comprises  90,140  acres,  approximately  140  square  miles. 

RAINFALL  FOR  1950. 


January 

ins. 

.80 

July 

ins. 

.  .  4.53 

February 

..  5.81 

August 

. .  2.86 

March 

..  1.84 

September 

.  .  3.42 

April 

.  .  2.44 

October 

.90 

May 

..  1.67 

November 

.  .  6.52 

June 

.95 

December  . . 

.  .  2.43 

Total:  34.17  ins. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area:  90,140  acres. 

Population  :  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1 950,  23,220 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses:  Approximately  7,216. 

Rateable  Value  at  1/10/50:  £152,340. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  1950-51 :  £520.  3s.  6d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1950  (as  supplied  by  the 


Registrar-General)  : 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

409 

205 

204 

Legitimate 

382 

194 

188 

Illegitimate  . . 

27 

11 

16 

Still  Births. 

Total 

1 1 

8 

3 

Legitimate 

7 

5 

2 

Illegitimate  .  . 

4 

3 

1 

Deaths. 

Total 

297 

154 

143 

Infant  Mortality. 

( Deaths  under  1  year  of  age). 

Total 

9 

7 

2 

Legitimate 

8 

6 

2 

Illegitimate  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

{Deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age). 

Total 

4 

3 

1 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 

2 

— 

2 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge 
Rural  District 

Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  1 .07) 


per  1,000  estimated  population.  .  17.6 

after  application  of  Compara¬ 
bility  Factor  ..  ..  ..  18.8 

Still-Birth  Rate. 

per  1,000  population  ..  ..  0.47 

Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.8) 

per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  12.8 

after  application  of  Compara¬ 
bility  Factor  ..  ..  ..  10.2 


England 
and  Wales 

15.8 


0.37 

11.6 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

(under  1  year  of  age ) : 

all  causes  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  22.0  29.8 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
births  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4.76  0.86 


Special  Causes.  # 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  .  .  —  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  —  0.01 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  0.00 

Influenza  ..  ..  ..  ..  0.13  0.10 

Smallpox  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  —  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  including 

Polio  Encephalitis  .  .  .  .  —  0.01 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.47  0.46 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.43  0.36 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
(Since  the  District  was  formed  in  1932). 


Ringwood  &  Fordingbridge 

England  and  Wales 

Popu- 

Year 

lation 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

1932 

18,400 

59.8 

15.4 

12.6 

65 

15.3 

12 

1936 

18,640 

48.2 

13.3 

13.1 

59 

14.8 

12.1 

1940 

20,430 

45.1 

14.1 

13.2 

55 

14.6 

14.3 

1944 

19,520 

25.3 

16.2 

12.6 

46 

17.6 

11.6 

1946 

20,440 

18.6 

18.4 

13.5 

43 

19.1 

11.5 

1947 

21,360 

36 

22.09 

13.6 

41 

20.5 

12 

1948 

22,270 

28 

20.29 

10.8 

34 

17.9 

10.8 

1949 

22,590 

16 

18.64 

12.6 

32 

16.7 

11.7 

1950 

23,220 

22 

17.6 

12.8 

30 

15.8 

11.6 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  E)iphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningoccoal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 1.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 


Males  Females 
4  5 

1  — 


1 

6 

5 


2 

4 

1 
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Males 

Females 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

11 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

29 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

24 

16 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases  .  . 

28 

22 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

3 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

7 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

2 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  .  . 

2 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

7 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

Total  (all  causes) 

154 

143 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  throughout 
the  year  remained  at  a  low  level.  The  highest  single  figure  was 
that  for  pneumonia  which  was  at  a  considerably  higher  rate  than 
for  the  country  as  a  whole.  This  is,  however,  in  keeping  with 
previous  years,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  unduly  high  proportion 
of  elderly  people  who  live  in  the  district  and  who  are  particularly 
prone  to  chest  ailments. 

An  unusual  occurrence  was  the  notification  of  two  cases  of 
infective  encephalitis  from  Burley.  No  source  of  infection  was 
elicited  and  there  was  only  a  presumptive  connexion  between  the 
cases.  No  extension  of  the  outbreak  is  known  to  have  occurred. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred, 
and  of  interest  to  note  that  the  last  bacteriologically  confirmed  case 
of  diphtheria  in  this  district  was  notified  in  1945. 
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Notifications 

Number 

Rate  per  1,0C0  of  the  population 

Ring  wood  and 
Fordingbridge 

England  and 
Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

0.47 

1.50 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

1.07 

3.60 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

— 

0.02 

Erysipelas 

4 

0.17 

0.17  # 

Measles 

9 

0.39 

8.39 

Pneumonia 

37 

1.59 

0.70 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic).. 

10 

0.43 

0.13 

(Non-Paralytic) . . 

2 

0.09 

0.05 

Encephalitis  (Infective)  .  . 

2 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Nil 

— 

0.03 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0.05 

5.81 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Nil 

— 

0.17 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

1950  proved  to  be  another  year  of  widespread  poliomyelitis 
prevalence  throughout  the  country,  the  outbreak  being  the  second 
largest  ever  encountered  in  England  and  Wales.  This  District  had 
its  quota  of  cases,  the  notification  rate  being  almost  three  times 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Twelve  confirmed  cases  occurred  of  whom  two  fell  into  the 
category  “  non-paralytic”,  that  is  their  symptoms  were  general  and 
there  was  at  no  time  any  local  paralysis.  The  remaining  ten  all 
had  paralysis  at  one  time  or  another,  but  at  the  time  of  writing 
four  of  these  had  recovered  completely  without  paralysis,  four  others 
have  improved  greatlv  and  are  continuing  to  do  so,  the  ultimate 
outlook  being  most  favourable;  one,  a  visitor  to  the  district  has 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  one  died  in  the  course  of  the  illness.  It  will 
be  seen  therefore  that  of  twelve  cases,  six  are  in  normal  health, 
and  four  others  are  expected  to  recover  sufficiently  to  lead  a  normal 
life.  The  infection  loses  much  of  its  terror  in  the  face  of  figures 
such  as  these  which  follow  the  general  trend. 

It  is  comparatively  uncommon  to  be  able  to  trace  a  definite 
connexion  between  individual  cases  of  this  disease,  but  in  October 
and  early  November  there  occurred  4  cases,  three  children  and 
one  man,  who  were  apparently  associated.  The  three  children  lived 
close  to  each  other,  attended  the  same  school,  and  had  mutual 
contacts,  and  the  man’s  daughter  sat  next  to  one  of  these  children 
in  school.  None  of  the  other  members  of  these  various  families 
developed  symptoms  in  any  way  suggestive  of  poliomyelitis. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  showed  a  slight  im¬ 
provement  over  the  year  when  compared  with  the  previous  year 
but  they  still  fall  far  short  of  the  1948  figure  when  the  effect  of 
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the  National  Health  Service  Act  had  not  been  fully  felt.  Throughout 
the  whole  country  the  amount  of  diphtheria  has  decreased  to  such 
an  extent  as  a  result  of  nationwide  immunisation,  that  fear  of  the 
disease  has  lost  much  of  its  propaganda  value  and  it  is  only  by 
continual  publicity  that  the  existing  high  rate  of  immunisation  will 
be  maintained.  A  further  factor  has  been  the  adverse  publicity 
accorded  to  immunisation  procedures  by  the  suggestion  of  some 
connexion  between  immunisation  and  poliomyelitis.  It  is  difficult 
to  make  the  public  understand  that  the  polio  virus  is  not  introduced 
with  the  injection  but  that  it  is  believed  that  an  injection  may  in 
rare  cases  fix  a  paralysis  in  a  patient  who  was  already  incubating 
the  disease  and  who  might  otherwise  have  recovered  without 
paralysis.  Accordingly  danger  only  exist  in  areas,  and  at  times, 
of  widespread  poliomyelitis  prevalence.  Now  that  we  are  aware 
of  the  potential  danger,  no  doctor  would  immunise  a  child  if  there 
were  any  possibility  of  risk.  The  solution  is  obviously  to  carry 
out  the  bulk  of  the  immunisation  during  the  winter  months,  but  a 
difficulty  arises  in  that  this  is  the  general  practitioners’  busiest  season 
when  he  can  ill  afford  the  time.  It  may  be  that  the  answer  lies  in 
the  greater  use  of  the  facilities  available  at  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

During  the  year  366  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time, 
297  of  these  were  under  the  age  of  five  and  69  were  over  five.  In 
addition  289  children  previously  immunised  received  refresher 
doses. 

The  proportion  of  children  born  within  the  previous  twelve 
months  who  have  been  immunised  is  49.4%.  68.5%  of  children 

under  the  age  of  1 5  have  at  one  time  or  another  received  immunisa¬ 
tion  treatment. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  tuberculosis  services  in  the  area  are  conducted  jointly  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  by  the  County  Council.  The 
Chest  Physicians  have  a  joint  appointment  and  the  tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  is  a  County  Council  employee.  Patients  in  this 
area  who  live  south  of  Fordingbridge  come  under  the  care  of  the 
Chest  Physician  at  Christchurch  and  are  seen  at  the  clinic  there, 
cases  north  of  Fordingbridge  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  at 
Salisbury.  The  Sanatorium  waiting  list  continues  to  be  lengthy 
and  there  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  new  notifi¬ 
cations. 

I  still  cannot  feel  that  this  divided  responsibility  as  between 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council  is  a  good 
thing  and  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of  the  care  of  this  infectious 
disease  being  returned  solely  to  the  public  health  authorities. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  31.12.50  was  164. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

61  55  33  15 
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NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1947-50. 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1947 

12 

5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

0 

1 

1948 

13 

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1949 

12 

14 

2 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

1950 

17 

17 

8 

2 

4 

5 

1 

_  # 

There  is  no  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  or  mortality  though 
there  is  a  further  increase  in  the  notification  of  pulmonary  disease. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Poole  continues  to  offer  free 
facilities  for  all  our  bacteriological  work,  and  its  Medical  Director, 
Dr.  G.  J.  G.  King  is  our  valued  consultant  on  all  matters  concerning 
the  diagnosis,  prevention,  and  control  of  infections  Below  is  a  list 
of  the  specimens  originating  from  this  District  which  were  examined 


in  the  Laboratory  throughout  the  year: 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  .  .  .  .  17 

Faeces  and  Urine  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Water  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67 

Milk  . .  .  .  28 

Ice  Cream  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  137 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Total  .  .  . .  . .  295 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  from 
the  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  which  has 
extensive  works  situated  entirely  within  the  Borough  of  Christ¬ 
church.  Here  the  Company  draws  raw  water  from  the  river  Avon 
and  treats  it  by  slow  sand  filtration  and  chloramination.  The 
resultant  water  is  of  satisfactory  purity  and  the  supply  is  constant 
and  adequate. 

The  village  of  Bickton  and  the  New  Grounds  area  of  Godshill 
were  supplied  with  main  water  during  the  year.  Breamore  and 
Linwood  remain  the  only  two  large  areas  still  not  supplied  with 
main  water.  The  Linwood  scheme  is  well  advanced  and  that  for 
Breamore  is  only  delayed  by  disagreement  over  the  cost. 

The  Company  has  meantime  continued  to  transport  water  to 
the  Linwood  area  where  a  high  proportion  of  the  wells  have  remained 
dry. 

During  the  year  63  samples  were  taken  from  premises  not 
supplied  with  main  water;  29  of  these  were  found  to  be  polluted. 
Statutory  notices  were  served  in  connexion  with  10  premises. 
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The  Water  Company  have  further  amended  their  list  of  premises 
supplied  with  main  water  and  these  are  listed  below,  in  parishes 
together  with  a  number  of  converted  war-time  huts  supplied  through 
central  meters  and  therefore  not  recorded  separately  in  the  Company 


records. 

Dwellings 

Approximate 

supplied 

population 

Parish 

direct 

supplied 

Martin 

77 

269 

Rockbourne 

77 

269 

Whitsbury 

59 

207 

Breamore 

nil 

nil 

Hale  . 

108 

378 

Woodgreen 

106 

371 

Damerham 

74 

259 

Fordingbridge 

939 

3287 

Harbridge  and  Ibsley 

1 18  plus  119  huts  830 

Effingham 

80  plus 

9  huts  312 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 

406 

1421 

Ringwood 

1848 

6468 

Burley 

425 

1488 

Hurn 

29  plus 

83  huts  392 

Sopley 

186  plus 

30  huts  756 

Christchurch  East 

.  . 

642  plus  320  huts  3367 

Two  public  standpipes  are  erected  on  the  fringe  of  Thorney 
Hill  Compound  for  the  use  of  the  Gipsy  community. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

At  the  Ringwood  works  sewage  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by 
land  irrigation.  An  extra  34  acres  of  land  were  brought  into  use 
during  the  year  and  this  proved  invaluable  in  view  of  the  particularly 
wet  season  which  occurred.  None  the  less  the  volume  of  fluid 
reaching  the  works  is  such  that  land  irrigation  as  a  method  of  dis¬ 
posal  becomes  increasingly  difficult  and  this  difficulty  will  increase 
progressively  with  the  new  building  which  is  constantly  being 
connected  to  the  sewers  and  with  the  steady  increase  in  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  water  which  is  a  feature  of  modern  life.  The  Council 
is  faced  with  the  necessity  of  constructing  modern  full  treatment 
works  discharging  a  purified  effluent  into  the  Avon.  This  project 
cannot  be  indefinitely  delayed  and  I  advise  that  the  matter  should 
be  gone  into  at  an  early  date  and  preliminary  plans  drawn  up.  It 
should  be  possible  to  use  part  of  the  existing  installation  and  this 
will  materially  reduce  costs. 

Night  soil  from  Fordingbridge  continues  to  be  composted  at 
Ringwood  with  the  production  of  a  valuable  and  readily  saleable 
product. 

Work  on  the  Fordingbridge  Sewerage  System  has  continued 
without  interruption  throughout  the  year. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

This  authority  is  now  only  concerned  with  the  distribution 
of  milk  in  its  area  and  has  no  control  whatsoever  over  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  produced  and  handled  before  it  reaches  the  retailer. 
The  supervision  of  milk  production  now  falls  on  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  In  1948,  the  last  full  year 
before  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  came  into 
force,  officers  of  this  authority  paid  364  visits  to  farms  and  dairies. 
I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  how  many  visits  were  paid  during 
1950  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  inspectors. 


The  following  details  concerning  milk  producers  in  the  area 
have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Russ  the  Milk  Regulations 
Officer  of  the  Hampshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 


\st  Jan.,  1950 

3U?  Dec.  1950 

Registered  Producers 

302 

302 

Holders  of  T.T.  Licences 

88 

104 

Holders  of  Accredited  Licences 

48 

49 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  T.T.  licences  is  particularly 
pleasing  and  it  is  of  interest  to  recall  that  on  31st  December  1947 
there  were  only  32  T.T.  licences  in  this  area. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  which  came  into 
production  early  in  1950.  The  machine  is  of  the  Holder  type  and 
is  satisfactorily  maintained  and  operated.  Regular  sampling  is 
undertaken  to  ensure  that  milk  is  being  efficiently  pasteurised. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSE. 

Minor  improvements  in  the  slaughter  house  have  been  made. 
A  constant  supply  of  hot  water  for  hand  washing  has  at  last  been 
made  available.  The  premises  are  an  old  private  slaughter  house 
and  can  never  be  made  fully  suitable  for  use  as  a  central  abattoir. 

3714  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  a  figure  which 
approximates  to  last  year’s  total.  Fewer  calves  were  killed  but 
this  was  compensated  for  by  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cattle. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Thorough  inspection  of  all  carcases  is  carried  out  by  your 
inspectors  at  the  slaughter  house.  As  a  result  of  this  inspection 
nearly  22\  tons  of  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  This  was  an  increase  of  51.4%  on  the  previous  year’s 
total. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1950. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

734 

oo 

o 

in 

600 

1658 

214 

Number  inspected 

734 

508 

600 

1658 

214 

All  Disease  except  Tubercu¬ 
losis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .  . 

i 

10 

6 

2 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

343 

231 

7 

249 

44 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

. 

46.8% 

47.4% 

2.1% 

15.1% 

25.2% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

14 

15 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

97 

146 

_ 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

15.1% 

31.6% 

3.2% 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  County  Council  is  the  sampling  authority  and  the  following 
details  of  substances  sampled  within  this  area  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1951,  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector, 
Mr.  C.  O.  Perry. 


Article 

No.  of  samples  taken 
Genuine  Unsatisfactory 

Butter  and  other  Fats 

7 

— — 

Drugs 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

67 

1 

Sausage  and  other  Meat  Products 

4 

— 

Spirits 

5 

— 

Other  Foods 

10 

— 

Totals 

94 

1 

The  68  samples  of  milk  proved  to  contain  an  average  of  3.92% 
of  Milk  Fat  and  8.67%  of  Non-Fatty  Solids. 
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Unsatisfactory  Sample.  Sample  of  Milk  No.  A970  was  taken 
from  a  farmer  at  St.  Leonards  on  3/2/51  and  certified  to  contain 
70%  of  added  water. 

Proceedings  were  taken  (1)  against  the  producer  for  having  in 
possession  for  human  consumption  the  milk  in  question;  (2)  against 
a  son  for  aiding  and  abetting;  (3)  against  a  son-in-law  also  for 
aiding  and  abetting;  (4)  against  the  son-in-law  for  adding  the 
water. 

The  cases  were  heard  at  Ringwood  on  21/3/51.  In  the  ca?e 
of  the  producer  who  was  seriously  ill  a  conviction  was  recorded, 
but  an  absolute  discharge  was  made  in  view  of  his  illness.  The 
son  was  convicted  and  fined  £10.  The  son-in-law  was  convicted 
on  both  charges  and  fined  £3  on  the  first  charge,  and  £2  on  the 
second. 


FOOD  HANDLING. 

Byelaws  to  regulate  conditions  in  connexion  with  the  handling, 
wrapping,  and  delivery  of  food,  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air, 
were  adopted  by  this  Council  and  came  into  force  on  3rd  July. 
Copies  of  the  Byelaws  were  sent  to  every  food  retailer  in  the  District, 
and  subsequently  premises  have  been  visited  by  your  inspectors  to 
make  certain  that  the  Byelaws  were  understood  and  were  being 
carried  out. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  Ringwood  Market  where 
itinerent  traders  sell  a  considerable  quantity  of  food,  principally 
fruit  and  vegetables,  and  where  an  auction  sale  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
produce  is  held  weekly.  In  this  connexion  the  provision  whereby  a 
trader  must  display  his  name  and  address  conspicuously  on  his 
stall  has  proved  of  value.  It  was  necessary  to  insist  that  the  auc¬ 
tioneers  should  discontinue  the  practice  of  depositing  fruit  and 
vegetables  on  the  public  footpath  in  the  Market  Place. 

The  Byelaws  strengthen  the  hands  of  your  inspectors  in  the 
matter  of  food  handling,  but  the  bulk  of  the  work  in  this  connexion 
continues  to  be  done  by  patient  education  and  peaceful  persuasion. 


ICE  CREAM. 

Supervision  of  ice  cream  retailers  and  regular  sampling  has 
been  undertaken  particularly  during  the  warmer  months.  There  has 
been  a  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers  and  there 
now  are  70  registered  with  this  Council.  There  has  been  a  further 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  samples  collected 
throughout  the  year  as  judged  by  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and 
this  is  a  tribute  alike  to  the  persistent  work  of  education  carried 
out  by  your  inspectors  and  to  the  resultant  increased  awaredness 
on  the  part  of  manufacturers  and  retailers  of  the  need  for  scrupulous 
cleanliness  in  handling  this  material. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  remarkable  progressive  im¬ 
provement  which  has  taken  place  in  ice  cream  samples  over  the 
past  four  years. 


No.  of 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Year 

samples 

SATISFY 

WTORY 

Unsatisi 

-ACTORY 

1947 

26 

30.8% 

23  % 

30.8% 

15.4% 

1948 

53 

41.5% 

24.5% 

17.0% 

17.0% 

1949 

196 

53.1% 

16.3% 

15.8% 

14.8% 

1950 

140 

79.3% 

10.7% 

7.1% 

2.9% 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year.  This 
is  particularly  pleasing  in  view  of  the  progressive  rise  in  food 
poisoning  notifications  which  is  taking  place  throughout  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

WATERCRESS. 

General  supervision  has  continued  over  the  watercress  beds 
in  the  District.  As  in  former  years  the  only  large  source  of  supply 
has  been  the  beds  at  Damerham  which  are  excellently  conducted. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  19  schools  throughout  the 
area.  All  are  now  provided  with  school  meals,  either  cooked  in 
kitchens  on  the  premises  or  brought  in  insulated  containers  from 
other  school  kitchens.  In  twelve  of  the  schools  meals  are  eaten 
in  classrooms,  an  undesirable  practice  but  one  which  is  economically 
unavoidable  at  small  schools  under  present  circumstances. 

A  review  of  the  sanitation  of  all  the  schools  in  the  area  was 
undertaken  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  In  only  three  schools  is  waterborne  sanitation 
available,  the  remainder  having  pail  closets  with  the  exception  of 
one  which  has  the  so-called  “  Hampshire  system  ”.  It  was  decided 
that  it  was  practicable  to  instal  waterborne  sanitation  in  a  further 
twelve  schools  but  the  situation  is  complicated  by  the  lack  of 
permanence  of  many  of  the  older  schools  which  may  be  discontinued 
under  the  proposed  future  development  plan.  In  general  the  County 
Medical  Officer  has  decided  to  recommend  the  installation  of  water¬ 
borne  sanitation  where  practicable,  and  elsewhere  to  replace  pail 
closets  with  chemical  closets. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

Four  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Council  in  this  area.  Each  is  staffed  by  an  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  and  by  the  Health  Visitor  whose  area  the  clinic  serves.  The 
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administration  of  each  centre  together  with  the  sale  and  distribution 
of  welfare  foods  and  medicaments  is  conducted  by  a  committee  of 
voluntary  workers  for  whose  invaluable  assistance  we  remain  deeply 
grateful. 


Child  Welfare  Centre  Place 


Breamore 

Fordingbridge 

Ringwood 

Bransgore 


Woodgreen  Hall 
Victoria  Rooms 
Conway  Hall 

Harrow  Hill  Hut 


Time 

First  Thursday  in 
month  at  2.30  p.m. 
Third  Tuesday  in 
month  at  2.30  p.m. 
Second  and  Fourth  * 
Wednesdays  in  month 
at  2.30  p.m. 

First  and  Third  Thurs¬ 
days  in  month  at  2.30 
p.m. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948:  SECTION  47. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year.  One 
old  lady  who  was  considered  for  action  during  the  previous  year 
but  who  could  not  be  dealt  with  under  this  section  as  her  surroundings 
were  not  “insanitary”  was  removed  to  a  mental  hospital.  Other 
cases  brought  to  notice  have  been  referred  to  the  Area  Welfare  Officer, 
who  has  been  able  to  make  suitable  arrangements  without  invoking 
the  cumbersome  compulsory  powers  provided  by  the  Act. 


THORNEY  HILL  COMPOUND. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  or  improvement  in  the  living 
conditions  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  compound.  The  numbers  have 
remained  fairly  static,  in  the  region  of  14  families,  approximately 
80  persons.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  house  any  further  families 
in  hutted  accommodation  owing  to  other  claims  upon  it. 

Considerable  attention  was  paid  during  the  year  to  a  determined 
attempt  to  improve  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  compound  as 
a  means  of  combating  the  prevalent  round  worm  infestation.  Several 
conferences  were  held  with  officials  of  the  Forestry  Commission  and 
it  was  finally  decided  to  insist  that  each  family  should  construct, 
maintain,  and  use,  a  simple  form  of  earth  latrine.  This  provision 
was  made  a  term  of  the  Forestry  Commission’s  licence  to  camp 
on  the  Compound.  The  local  authority  provided  a  concrete  sur¬ 
round  for  each  latrine.  The  latrines  have  been  constructed  but  I 
am  not  convinced  that  they  are  all  being  properly  used  at  all  times, 
and  it  is  certain  that  unless  this  is  done  little  progress  will  be  made 
in  stamping  out  the  round  worm  infestation.  Persistent  and  pro¬ 
longed  propaganda  and  education  continues  to  be  necessary.  The 
ultimate  solution  lies  in  providing  some  form  of  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  and  waterborne  sanitation,  other  measures  cannot  be  more 
than  palliatives. 
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HOUSING. 

Housing  continues  to  be  one  of  the  major  problems  confronting 
the  council  and  in  spite  of  all  efforts  the  waiting  list  shows  no  sign 
of  deceasing,  on  the  contrary  there  has  been  a  further  small  rise. 
The  council  has  had  the  difficulty  not  only  of  a  severely  limited 
number  of  licences,  but  also  of  great  difficulty  in  finding  sufficient 
and  suitable  land  on  which  to  build.  Further  ex-service  huts  have 
been  taken  over  and  converted  into  temporary  living  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  the  council  now  has  a  grossly  disproportionate  number  of 
tenants  living  in  huts,  very  many  of  whom  have  come  from  outside 
the  area,  and  moreover,  are  employed  elsewhere.  It  must  again 
be  emphasised  that  this  is  a  very  temporary  form  of  housing,  and 
that  at  a  time  in  the  not  very  distant  future  the  numerous  families 
of  hut  dwellers  will  have  to  be  housed  in  permanent  houses  at  a 
cost  to  them  in  rent  of  at  least  three  times  the  sum  which  they  are 
now  paying.  Moreover,  it  seems  certain  that  most  will  expect  to 
be  housed  by  this  authority.  No  other  authority,  faced  as  it  must 
be  with  its  own  problems,  is  likely  to  accept  responsibility  for  our 
hut  dwellers.  The  eventual  cost  to  the  rates  in  subsidising  this 
continual  increase  in  council  houses  must  be  viewed  with  concern. 


No.  on  Housing  Waiting  List  at  31.12.50  ..  ..  881 

No.  on  Waiting  List  for  Huts  at  31.12.50  ..  ..  100 

No.  of  Council  Houses  completed  in  1950  ..  ..  41 

No.  of  Private  Houses  completed  in  1950  ..  ..  22 


Dwellings  administered  by  the  Council  at  31.12.50: — 


Permanent  Houses 

373 

Prefabs 

50 

Requisitioned  Houses  (family  units) 

41 

Huts  (family  units)  .  . 

327 

HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. — 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices'. — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
Proceedings  under  Secs.  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted 


259 

364 

220 

29 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 
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HURN  AIRPORT. 

The  number  of  aircraft  arriving  from  abroad  and  the  passenger 
traffic  showed  a  further  decrease  for  the  second  successive  year. 
Indeed  but  for  a  foggy  few  days  in  November  when  one  third  of 
the  aircraft  landed  and  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  passengers,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  quiet  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  brief  but  intensive  diversion  period  during 
November  the  inadequacies  of  the  present  passenger  handling 
accommodation  were  sharply  brought  to  notice,  and  plans  are  on 
foot  to  increase  the  number  of  passenger  reception  lounges. 

Medical  inspection  of  passengers  on  arrival  was  carried  out 
by  Dr.  W.  D.  Higson,  Dr.  C.  Conyers  Morrell  and  Dr.  A.  S.  Peffers. 
Dr.  Peffers  left  Hum  in  March  and  from  that  time  I  have  carried 
out  the  duty  of  attending  such  aircraft  as  arrived  after  dark. 

No  cases  of  the  five  “  Convention  ”  diseases  arrived  at  the 
airport  during  the  year. 


Arrivals,  1950. 


Month 

No.  of 
aircraft 

No.  of 
crew 

No.  of 
British 
Passengers 

No.  of 
Alien 

Passengers 

January 

5 

28 

30 

9 

February 

4 

23 

11 

Nil 

March 

4 

19 

12 

Nil 

April 

4 

17 

13 

Nil 

May. . 

5 

16 

2 

Nil 

June. . 

7 

100 

34 

5 

July . 

5 

137 

5 

Nil 

August 

3 

20 

20 

3 

September 

Nii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

October 

5 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

November 

31 

173 

311 

199 

December  . . 

10 

52 

93 

50 

Total 

93 

607 

531 

262 

STATE  OF  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  figures  showing  the  state  of  employment  and 
unemployment  in  the  area  served  by  the  Ringwood  and  Fording- 
bridge  Employment  Exchanges  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  Birden,  the  Manager  of  the  Ringwood  Employment  Exchange. 
The  area  includes  a  small  part  of  Dorset  close  to  the  Hampshire 
boundary  but  does  not  include  the  parishes  of  Hurn,  Sopley  and 
Christchurch  East  which  are  served  by  the  Christchurch  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange.  The  unemployment  figures  do  not  include  young 
persons  under  the  age  of  18  years. 

1.  The  number  of  persons  over  18  years  of  age  registered  as 
unemployed  at  the  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Employment 
Exchanges  during  1950,  were  as  follows: — 
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Males  Females 

January 

11 

20 

February 

73 

16 

March 

67 

16 

April 

53 

14 

May 

38 

13 

June 

34 

9 

July 

39 

7 

August 

49 

9 

September 

57 

9 

October 

51 

16 

November 

57 

12 

December 

72 

15 

The  approximate 

numbers  of 

insured  empl 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  areas  based  on  the  number  of  National 
Insurance  Cards  exchanged  by  the  Ringwood  National  Insurance 
Office,  were  as  follows: — 


Industry 

Me 

lies 

Fem 

ales 

Total 

18  a nd 
over 

Under 

18 

18  and 

over 

Under 

18 

Agriculture  and  Horticulture 

Private  domestic  service  (resident  and  non- 

788 

60 

89 

12 

949 

resident) 

268 

8 

480 

56 

812 

Building  and  Contracting  . . 

585 

52 

9 

— 

646 

Vehicles  (including  aircraft) 

328 

24 

51 

4 

407 

Catering,  hotels 

106 

— 

168 

16 

290 

Retail  distribution  of  food  and  drink 

154 

12 

48 

52 

266 

Professional  services 

80 

12 

157 

4 

253 

Transport  and  communication 

175 

8 

39 

— 

222 

National  and  Local  Government  Service 

159 

— 

15 

— 

174 

Forestry 

134 

8 

21 

— 

163 

Other  Industries 

682 

52 

289 

64 

1087 

Totals 

3459 

236 

1366 

208 

5269 

3.  Approximate  percentage  of  male  and  female  workers  over 
18  years  of  age  who  were  registered  as  unemployed: — 


1950 

Males 

Females 

March 

1.9 

1.2 

June 

1.0 

0.7 

September  . . 

1.6 

0.7 

December 

2.1 

1.1 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  health  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year. 

No  major  outbreak  of  disease  has  occurred.  The  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  has  been  very  low. 
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There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  estimated  population. 

The  Death  Rate  showed  little  change  from  that  of  the  previous 
year  and  was  a  little  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
The  Birth  Rate  fell  for  the  third  successive  year  but  is  still  higher 
than  the  national  figure.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  showed  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year’s  record  low  figure. 

The  Housing  problem  is  no  nearer  solution  and  we  are  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  an  ever-increasing  number  of  unfit  dwellings 
whose  inhabitants  will  look  to  this  council  for  housing. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  has  been  completed.  It  shows  a 
staggering  total  of  houses  fit  only  for  demolition  and  many  wh^ph 
will  become  fit  for  demolition  in  the  not  so  distant  future  if  the 
relationship  between  the  cost  of  repairs  and  the  probable  return 
on  the  money  expended  remains  as  it  is  today. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  once  again  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  encouragement,  the 
Clerk  for  his  guidance  on  matters  of  doubt,  and  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  throughout  the 
year. 

D.  J.  N.  McNab, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  resepct 
of  the  Year  1950  for  the  Rural  District  of  Ring  wood  and 

Fordingbridge. 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 

I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


1 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 , 2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

38 

1 

1 

_ 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Autho¬ 
rity  .  . 

96 

78 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  . . 

Total 

134 

79 

6 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector ,  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.  3} 

Inad.  ventilation  (S.  4)  . . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.  6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanit’ry  Conveniences  (S.7) 
{a)  insufficient  . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 

Outwork. 

(. Sections  1 10  and  111). 


Section  1 1 0 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 
of  work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
Aug.  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110' 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of  pro¬ 
secutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel 
(Making 
etc.)  . . 

91 

Cleaning 

and 

washing 

t 
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Public  Offices , 

Ringwood. 

June ,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  my  report  as  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor,  dealing  with  work  carried  out  by  my  Department 
during  the  year  1950. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


Water  Supplies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  228 

Shops  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  221 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  894 

Milk  and  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Factories  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  79 

Meat  and  Food  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  618 

Slaughtermen’s  Licences  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  10 

Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  663 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1866 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  279 

Gipsy  Encampments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  88 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  110 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95 

Services  administered  by  the  Council  .  .  .  .  612 

Building  Byelaws  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1120 

Building  Licences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  159 

Small  Dwelling  Licences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  143 

Housing  Estates  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1253 

Town  Planning  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  400 

School  Sanitation  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  14 

National  Assistance  Act  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections  . .  . .  8976 


COMPLAINTS. 

136  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  during  the  year, 
involving  a  total  of  894  visits  and  inspections — details  are  as  follows 


Complaints 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Nuisance 

received 

visits 

Insanitary  Conditions 

31 

220 

Unsatisfactory  and  insufficient 

water 

supplies 

6 

20 

Overcrowding 

3 

17 

Smoke  .  . 

— 

7 

27 


Bug,  flea  or  fly  infestations  .  . 

2 

14 

Offensive  smells 

6 

29 

Cesspools  and  drains 

2! 

165 

Milk  and  Dairies 

3 

9 

Animals 

3 

15 

Rats  and  Mice 

48 

232 

Miscellaneous 

13 

1 66 

136 

894 

When  a  nuisance  or  defect  is  found  to  exist,  an  informal  notice 
is  served  upon  the  person  responsible;  a  procedure  which  generally 
proves  effective.  One  statutory  notice  only  was  served  during  the 
year. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  228 

Number  of  Samples  collected  .  .  .  .  .  .  63 

Number  of  Samples  unsatisfactory  . .  .  .  29 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  10 

Houses  connected  to  main  supply  as  a  result  of 

Statutory  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Houses  connected  to  main  supply  as  a  result  of  In¬ 
formal  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Houses  provided  with  wholesome  supplies  other 
than  mains  as  a  result  of  Statutory  or  Informal 
Notices  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY  COUNCIL. 

Services  Visits  made 

Refuse  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Sewage  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  205 

Public  Conveniences  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  175 

Cattle  Pound  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Car  Parks  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  11 

Ditching  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  136 


612 


SEWERAGE. 

Ringwood  Sewerage. 

The  Bickerley  and  Moortown  Pumping  Stations  have  been 
efficiently  maintained  during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  aware  that  the  present  land  irrigation  system 
must  ultimately  be  replaced  by  percolating  biter  beds. 
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NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTIONS. 

The  Hampshire  Cleansing  Service  carried  out,  on  behalf  of 
the  Council  bi-weekly  collections  in  the  lighting  area  of  Fording¬ 
bridge  covering  some  380  premises.  The  nightsoil  is  conveyed  to 
the  Ringwood  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Compost. 

Nightsoil  is  composted  at  the  Ringwood  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
and  sold.  The  composting  of  sewage  sludge  is  being  discontinued 
because  of  the  difficulty  in  finding  a  steady  market  for  this. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  Collections. 

The  Council  undertake  a  combined  collection  of  household 
and  unburnable  refuse  weekly  in  the  lighting  areas  of  Ringwood 
and  Fordingbridge.  A  collection  of  unburnable  refuse  only  is 
carried  out  monthly  in  the  remainder  of  the  district.  Receptacles 
have  to  be  placed  outside  the  premises  as  near  as  practicable  to 
the  roadway  along  which  the  collection  vehicle  proceeds. 

The  Council’s  vehicles  covered  a  total  mileage  of  15,684  in 
connection  with  the  collection  of  refuse. 

The  following  Schedule  shewing  collection  days  is  produced 
for  the  information  of  Councillors:— 


Weekly  Service. 


Lighting  Area  of  the  Parish  of  Ringwood. 


Bickerley,  Carvers  Lane,  Close  The,  College  Road,  Collins  Lane, 
Coxstone  Lane,  Deweys  Lane,  High  Street,  Hightown  Road  (from 
Christchurch  Road  to  Quomp),  Kings  Arm  Lane,  Kingsbury  Lane, 
Lynes  Lane,  Market  Place,  Meeting  House  Lane,  Middle  Lane, 
Northumberland  Court,  Nursery  Road,  Quomp,  Riverside,  School 
Lane,  Star  Lane,  Strides  Lane,  Top  Lane,  West  Street  (part), 
Woodstock  Lane. 


Every 
8  Monday 


Addison  Square,  Beechcroft  Lane,  Broadshard  Lane,  Christchurch 
Road  (part),  Cloughs  Road,  Duck  Island,  Eastfield  Lane,  East- 
view  Road,  Fairlie,  Fridays  Cross,  Gipsy  Lane,  Gravel  Lane, 
Highfield  Road,  Hightown  Road  (from  Quomp  to  Eastfield  Lane), 
Hiltom  Road,  Hurst  Corner,  Manor  Road,  Meadow  Road, 
Middleton  Road,  Morant  Road,  Mount  Pleasant,  New  Street, 
North  Poulner  Road  (part),  Parsonage  Barn  Lane,  Salisbury 
Road  (part),  Seymour  Road,  Southampton  Road  (part),  South- 
field,  Wessex  Road,  Westbury  Road 


^  Every 
'Tuesday 


Lighting  Area  of  the  Parish  of  Fordingbridge. 

Albion  Road,  Alexandra  Road,  Ashford  Road  (part).  Back  Street,") 

Bartons  The,  Bowerwood  Road  (part),  Bridge  Street,  Church  | 

Street,  Green  Lane,  High  Street,  Horseport,  Jubilee  Road,  Market  |  Every 
Place,  Park  Road,  Provost  Street,  Roundhill,  Salisbury  Road  ^Wednesday 
(part),  Salisbury  Street,  Shaftesbury  Street,  Station  Road,  St.  | 

George’s  Road,  The  Square,  Victoria  Road,  Whitsbury  Road  j 
(part),  Waverley  Road  J 
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Monthly  Service. 


Breamore 

Burley  (including  area  of  Burley  Street) 

Christchurch  East  (including  the  areas  of  Winkton,  Burton, 
Bransgore,  Neacroft,  Thorneyhill  and  Hinton) 
Damerham 

Ellingham  (including  the  areas  of  Blashford,  Rockford, 
Highwood,  Linwood,  Linford  and  Shobley) 
Fordingbridge  (non-lighting  area)  (including  the  areas  of 
Burgate,  Sandleheath,  Bickton,  North  Gorley,  Ogdens, 
Hungerford,  Hyde,  Frogham,  Stuckton,  Blissford  and 
Godshill) 

Hale 

Harbridge  and  Ibsley  (including  the  areas  of  South  Gorley, 
Furzehill,  Mockbeggar,  Ibsley,  Harbridge  Green,  Bleak 
Hill  and  Turmer) 

Hurn  (including  the  areas  of  Parley  Green  and  East  Parley) 
Martin 

Ringwood  (non-lighting  area)  (including  the  areas  of  North 
Poulner,  Hangersley,  Hightown,  Crow,  Crow  Hill, 
Moortown,  Kingston,  Sandford  and  Bisterne) 
Rockbourne 

Sopley  (including  the  areas  of  Avon,  Ripley  and  Shirley) . . 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 

Whitsbury 

Woodgreen  .  . 


First  Friday 
Fourth  Friday 

Third  Friday 
First  Friday 

Third  Thursday 


Second  Friday 
Second  Thursday 


Third  Thursday 
First  Friday 
Second  Thursday 


Fourth  Thursday 
Second  Thursday 
First  Friday 
First  Thursday 
Second  Thursday 
Second  Thursday 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Controlled  tipping  is  exercised  at  the  Refuse  Dumps  situate 
at  Ashley  and  Sandleheath  where  all  precautions,  including  spraying, 
are  carried  out  to  prevent  nuisance  from  offensive  odours  and  flies. 
Pre-baiting  and  poisoning  is  regularly  and  continuously  undertaken 
to  deal  with  rat  infestation. 

During  the  year  6,008  cubic  yards  of  house  refuse  was  dealt 
with  at  Ashley  Dump  and  2,857  cubic  yards  at  Sandleheath  Dump 
compared  with  4,625  and  2,282  the  previous  year.  This  shews  a 
substantial  increase  probably  due  to  a  greater  consumption  of 
tinned  foods. 


Street  Cleansing. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  in  the  town  areas  of  Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained  throughout  the  year. 


SALVAGE. 

Salvage  Sales  for  the  year  amounted  to  £607.  15s.  4d.— details 


are  shown  in 

the  following  summary:- 

Tons 

Cwts . 

Qtrs. 

lbs. 

Doz. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

.  .  97 

5 

'  3 

423 

15 

9 

Textiles  .  . 

.  .  4 

9 

2 

22 

87 

17 

8 

Bones  . . 

1 

5 

2 

24 

7 

7 

9 

Ferrous  Metals.  .  19 

0 

0 

27 

48 

9 

3 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

6 

1 

6 

8 

18 

8 

Bottles  and 

Jars 

18721 

31 

6 

3 

2  23  1872i 


122 


7 


£607  15  4 
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Salvage  sales  for  previous  years  are  shown  below;  the  sales 
for  the  years  1942  and  1943  included  large  book  drives. 


£ 


1941 

..  414 

1942 

..  1208 

1 943 

..  1089 

1944 

. .  908 

1945 

.  .  574 

1 946 

.  .  495 

1947 

342 

1948 

.  .  949 

1949 

.  .  740 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  conveniences  at  Ringwood  has  been 
maintained  as  satisfactorily  as  possible;  abuse  by  the  public  still 
continues. 

The  Council  contributes  towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  con¬ 
veniences  for  use  by  the  public  at  The  Lamb  Inn,  Ringwood;  the 
Greyhound  Hotel  and  the  New  Inn,  Fordingbridge. 


HOUSING. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  the  district  was  continued 
throughout  the  year  and  completed  in  December.  5346  houses 
including  523  huts  have  been  surveyed  and  classified  as  follows: — 

Categories 


Parish 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Ringwood 

..  1138 

156 

316 

525 

3 

138 

Martin  .  . 

.  .  126 

18 

13 

55 

14 

26 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 

.  .  334 

170 

50 

109 

5 

Fordingbridge  . . 

.  .  939 

161 

148 

502 

7 

121 

Rockbourne 

..  123 

26 

19 

70 

8 

Whitsbury 

36 

12 

6 

17 

1 

Damerham 

..  159 

18 

23 

99 

19 

Woodgreen 

.  .  100 

27 

18 

38 

17 

Hale  . . 

. .  120 

31 

20 

55 

2 

12 

Breamore 

.  .  151 

6 

12 

131 

2 

Inc. 

Sopley  .  . 

.  .  217 

66 

31 

117 

3 

Huts 

Harbridge  and  Ibsley  .  . 

.  .  230 

35 

30 

74 

91 

88 

Ellingham 

. .  154 

30 

48 

46 

30 

8 

Hurn 

.  .  136 

15 

10 

24 

87 

80 

Burley 

. .  333 

164 

47 

114 

8 

Christchurch  East 

..  1050 

246 

84 

251 

469 

347 

5346 

1181 

875 

2227 

26 

1037 

523 

3  { 


Cate¬ 
gory.  Condition  of  Dwelling 

1 .  Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

2.  Minor  defects. 

3.  Requiring  repair,  structural 
alteration  or  improvement. 


4.  Appropriate  for  recondition¬ 
ing  under  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts. 


5.  Unfit  for  habitation  and  be¬ 
yond  repair  at  reasonable  ex¬ 
pense. 


Normal  Action. 

No  action. 

Informal  action  or  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Section  9  or  Section  1  1  — 
Housing  Act,  1936 — Acqui¬ 
sition  by  local  authority  on 
appropriate  cases. 

Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts,  Section  1 1  Housing 
Act,  1936.  Acquisition  by 
local  authority  in  appro¬ 
priate  cases. 

Section  1 1  (individual  houses 
Section  25  (Clearance  Area) 
Housing  Act,  1936. 


Housing  Act,  1949 — Improvement  Grants. 

13  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  during 
the  year  resulting  in  24  inspections.  5  cases  were  recommended  to 
the  Ministry  for  approval. 

Housing  Act  Inspections. 

Routine  house  to  house  inspections  were  again  impossible,  but 
inspections  carried  out  upon  receipt  of  complaints  resulted  in  the 
service  of  47  informal  notices.  77  inspections  were  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  overcrowding. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  once  a  local  authority 
is  satisfied  that  a  house  is  in  any  respect  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
they  must  serve  on  the  person  having  control  of  the  house,  either  a 
notice  requiring  him  to  repair  it,  or  a  Notice  preliminary  to  a 
Demolition  Order;  they  can  only  serve  a  Demolition  Order  if 
satisfied  that  the  house  is  not  worth  the  cost  of  repair. 

For  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  an  unfit  house  is 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense  regard  must 
be  had  to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  works  necessary  to  render  it 
fit,  and  the  estimated  value  of  the  house  when  the  works  are  com¬ 
pleted.  It  is  usual  to  assess  the  value  of  a  house  on  the  actual 
financial  return  to  the  owner,  i.e.  net  annual  income  multiplied  by 
a  suitable  “  year’s  purchase  figure”,  and  if  the  estimated  cost  of 
repairs  exceeds  50  per  cent,  of  this  value,  such  cost  is  considered 
to  be  unreasonable. 

The  deciding  factor  as  to  whether  an  individual  unfit  house 
shall  be  dealt  with  under  Section  9  (Repair)  or  Section  1 1  (Demoli¬ 
tion)  is  that  of  expense  of  carrying  out  the  works,  and  it  will  accord¬ 
ingly  be  appreciated  that  with  building  and  repair  costs  treble  pre-war 
figures,  and  pre-war  rents  unchanged,  the  vast  majority  of  unfit 
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houses  in  this  district  requiring  other  than  minor  repairs  will  fall 
to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Demolition  Section  of  the  Housing 
Act.  In  view  of  this  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  Council’s  Building 
Licensing  “  ceiling  ”,  very  little  is  being  done  to  enforce  major 
repairs,  and  housing  conditions  generally  are  progressively  deteriora¬ 
ting;  this  policy  will  eventually  lead  to  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  houses  which  are  beyond  repair  and  suitable  only  for  demolition, 
with  a  consequent  increase  in  the  number  of  new  houses  to  be 
provided  by  the  Council. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Animal  Carcases. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were  continued 
throughout  the  year  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House  at 
Ringwood,  involving  the  detailed  examination  of  all  carcases  and 
offal;  324  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  at  the  Slaughter  House 
was  3714  made  up  as  follows: — 


Cattle  .  . 

. .  734 

Calves  . . 

. .  600 

Cows 

.  .  508 

Pigs 

.  .  214 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

..  1658 

3714 

As  a  result  of  these  examinations,  50,307  lbs.  of  meat  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  diseases  and  weights 


are: — 

Disease  or  Condition. 
Tuberculosis 
Distomatosis 
Fevered 

Fluke  and  Distomatosis 
Septicaemia 
Angioma 
Inflammation 
Imperfect  and  Bleeding 
Physicked 
Septic  Metritis 
C.  Bovis 

Septic  Pericarditis 
Dropsy 

Traumatic  Pericarditis 

Emaciation  and  Dropsy 

Bruised 

Abscess 

Fluke 


Weight  in  lbs. 

28451 

5018 

2428 

2344 

2227 

1027 

1016 

769 

760 

708 

629 

621 

567 

537 

484 

404 

332 

211 
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Nephritis  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  175 

Necrosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  170 

Peritonitis  ..  ..  ..  ..  140 

Immaturity  ..  ..  ..  ..  124 

Uraemia  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  114 

Caseous  Lymph  ..  ..  .  .  ..  104 

Swine  Fever  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  96 

Erysipelas  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  90 

Fatty  Infiltration  . .  .  .  .  .  88 

Mastitis  and  Fever  . .  . .  .  .  87 

Inflammation  and  Imperfect  setting  .  .  82 

Strongylosis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  68 

Actinomycosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Cirrhosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  61 

Melanosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Joint  ill  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 

Natural  death  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Cyst  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  35 

Pleurisy  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  24 

Multiple  Abscess  and  Pleurisy  .  .  20 

Fracture  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Hepatitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  16 

Tumour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Hydatid  Cyst  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9 

Strongylosis  Refresens  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Deformed  Heart  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Bacillosis  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  4 

Pericarditis  . .  . .  .  .  . .  4 

Myocarditis  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

The  following  summary  shows  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
during  the  previous  three  years: — 

1949  ..  ..  33,227  lbs. 

1948  ..  ..  19,218  lbs. 

1947  ..  ..  20,992  lbs. 

Other  Foods. 


663  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  including  inspec¬ 
tions  of  ice  cream  premises. 

89  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  examination  of 
foodstuffs  at  food  shops  and  stores,  the  quantities  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  were  as 
follows:— 


Butter 

Sugar 

Corned  Beef 

Bacon 

Beef 

Beef  Sausages 
Mutton 


61  lbs. 
59 1  lbs. 
n  ibs. 
m  ibs. 
170  lbs. 
1  If  lbs. 
9  lbs. 


34 


Veal  and  Ham  Loaf 

1 

lbs. 

Picnic  Ham 

2 

lbs. 

Brawn 

8i 

lbs. 

Cooked  Ham 

94 

lbs. 

Fat  trimmings 

7 

lbs. 

Chocolate  cushions 

6 

lbs. 

Dates 

1 

box 

Figs  . 

1 

box 

Pickled  onions 

1 

bottle 

Pastry  mixture 

102 

packets 

Plaice 

17 

stone 

Milk  . 

80 

tins 

Soup 

45 

tins 

Vegetables 

48 

tins 

Sardines 

5 

tins 

Marmalade 

2 

tins 

Fruit 

55 

tins 

Ox  liver 

6 

tins 

Corned  Beef 

19 

tins 

Minced  Beef 

2 

tins 

Meat  and  Gravy 

2 

tins 

Meat 

2 

tins 

Minced  Beef  Loaf 

4 

tins 

Ox  Tongue 

1 

tin 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

tin 

Rabbit 

1 

tin 

Fish 

20 

tins 

Cod  Liver  Paste 

2 

tins 

Brisling 

11 

tins 

Salad  dressing 

2 

tins 

Macaroni 

1 

tin 

Spaghetti 

1 

tin 

Fishcakes 

24 

Butter 

1 

tin 

Ice  Cream. 

147  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  collected  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  methylene  blue  test  and  in  cases 
where  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  were  considered  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory  detailed  investigations  were  made  into  the  manufacture  and 
handling  of  the  ices.  The  samples  were  graded  by  the  Bacteriologist 


as  follows: — 

Grade  1  . .  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Grade  2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Grade  3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Grade  4  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

No  test — faulty  samples  .  .  .  .  7 


147 
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Under  the  Lee  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  no 
bacteriological  standards  are  officially  laid  down  for  ice  cream.  The 
Ministry  has,  however,  indicated  that  though  there  is  no  known 
test  sufficiently  reliable  for  use  as  a  statutory  test  of  its  contamination 
with  non-pathogenic  organisms  bacteriological  tests  may  usefully 
be  employed  as  an  indication  of  possible  faulty  methods  although 
no  test  has  yet  been  devised  of  the  safety  of  ice  cream.  Plate  count, 
presence  or  absence  of  presumptive  B.  coli  and  standardised  methy¬ 
lene  blue  reduction  tests  are  the  methods  most  used  by  bacteriologists, 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  .  .  .  .  10 

New  registrations  made  during  year  .  .  2 

Inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Informal  notices  served  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Samples  of  milk  collected  .  .  . .  23 

Samples  of  milk  bottle  rinses  collected  .  .  20 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  agreed  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  the  County  Council  respecting  the  issue  of  Licences  in  respect  of 
pasteurising  and  sterilising  establishments,  to  undertake  the  regular 
collection  of  milk  samples  from  such  premises  and  to  make  a  monthly 
return  of  milk  sampling  and  testing  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  district  licenced 
to  retail  Pasteurized  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised). 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949. 

Four  dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  desig¬ 
nation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  23  licences  were  issued  to 
slaughtermen.  3  slaughter  house  licences  were  renewed  and  1 
knacker’s  yard  licence. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Food  Bake- 

Shops  houses 

No.  on  Register  158  15 

Inspections  made  185  55 


1938. 

Preserved 

Restaurant  Ice-cream  Food  Market 
kitchens  Premises  Premises  Stalls 
19  70  38 

67  159  19  71 


Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
came  into  operation  during  the  year.  The  Byelaws  provide  for 
securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and 
practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery 
of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  and  in 
connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure  for  sale  in  the  open  air  of 
food  intended  for  human  consumption. 
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LICENSED  PREMISES. 

The  42  licensed  premises  on  the  Register  were  inspected  during 
the  year;  particular  regard  was  paid  to  sanitary  accommodation 
and  rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  food. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

No.  of  licensed  moveable  dwelling  sites  on 

register  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  87 

No.  of  licensed  moveable  dwellings  (other 

than  sites  on  register)  . .  .  .  11 

No.  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  279 

Application  for  licences  received  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

No.  of  applications  refused  .  .  .  .  5 


Gipsy  Camps. 

There  are  a  number  of  gipsy  encampments  in  the  district,  in¬ 
cluding  one  on  Forestry  Commission  land.  Routine  inspections 
are  made  to  ensure  that  the  sites  are  well  maintained  and  free  from 
nuisance.  88  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  58 

Premises  disinfected  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Library  Books  destroyed  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Premises  disinfested  by  Council  (bugs  and 

fleas)  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  6 

SHOPS  ACT. 

Number  on  Register  .  .  .  .  .  .  265 

Inspections  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  221 

Certificates  of  exemption  issued  .  .  .  .  5 


FACTORIES  ACT. 

The  District  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  provisions 
relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  and  the  provisions 
dealing  with  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation  and 
drainage  of  floors  in  those  factories  not  using  mechanical  power. 
Number  on  Register  .  .  .  .  .  .  134 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  79 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  came  into 
operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950  and  repealed  the  1919  Act.  The 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dismantling  of 
Ricks)  Regulation,  1950  came  into  force  in  July,  1950. 

This  Act  and  Regulations  made  thereunder  are  enforceable  by 
local  authorities  who  are  required  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  as  far  as  practicable  that  the  district  is  free 
from  rats  and  mice. 

No  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed.  Inspections  are  made 
upon  receipt  of  complaints  and  disinfestation  works  carried  out 
wherever  necessary,  the  cost  being  recovered  from  the  occupants. 

48  complaints  were  received  of  infested  premises  involving  232 
visits. 

STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  AND  CARBIDE. 

Number  of  premises  on  register  .  .  . .  78 

Inspections  made  .  .  . .  . .  . .  95 

BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Plans: 

Number  of  plans  received  .  .  .  .  . .  392 

Number  of  plans  approved  .  .  .  .  244 

Number  of  plans — no  objection  .  .  .  .  107 

Number  of  plans  rejected  . .  . .  33 

Number  of  plans  withdrawn  .  .  . .  2 

Number  of  plans  not  considered  . .  1 

Number  of  plans— Crown  Property  . .  1 

Number  of  plans — New  Street  Byelaws  . .  4 

Number  of  cases  where  relaxation  of  Bye¬ 
laws  granted  .  .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Inspections  : 

Inspection  of  foundations  .  .  .  .  . .  228 

Inspections  of  damp  proof  courses  . .  206 

Number  of  water  tests  applied  .  .  . .  327 

Number  of  premises  connected  to  sewer. .  6 

Inspections  of  completed  works  .  .  .  .  260 

Miscellaneous  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Contraventions  : 

Contraventions  of  Building  Byelaws  . .  22 

Number  of  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  26 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . .  2 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  .  .  24 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 

Planning  work  in  the  department  has  increased  considerably 
since  the  passing  of  this  Act.  Development  applications  are  dealt 
with  and  the  Planning  Register  and  Planning  Index  Maps  properly 
maintained  and  kept  up-to-date. 
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The  coining  into  operation  of  the  General  Development  Order 
1950,  has  further  increased  the  departmental  work  and  much  time 
is  spent  on  advising  applicants  on  development  permitted  under 
Article  3. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  400  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 


ESTATES  MAINTENANCE. 

The  Council  now  has  a  total  of  791  occupied  dwellings  made 
up  as  shewn  below;  the  proper  maintenance  of  these  scattered  estates 


has  become  utterly  impossible: — 

Permanent  Houses  .  .  .  .  . .  373 

Prefabricated  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  50 

Requisitioned  Houses  (family  units)  .  .  41 

Converted  Huts  (family  units)  .  .  . .  266 

Huts  occupied  and  awaiting  conversion  . .  61 

No.  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  maintenance  works  : — 
Permanent  Houses  .  .  .  .  . .  624 

Prefabricated  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Requisitioned  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Converted  Huts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  519 

Other  Council  property  ..  ..  ..  15 


The  provision  of  temporary  housing  accommodation  has  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year  when  further  huts  on  disused  airfields 
were  taken  over  for  conversion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  regarding  this  Council’s 
occupied  family  units  on  the  various  camp  sites  was  as  follows: — 


Holmsley  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  59 

Ibsley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  116 

Hurn  .  83 

Godshill  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Ashley  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  5 


Further  schemes  of  conversion  are  in  progress  and  when 
completed  will  provide  26  additional  family  units  at  Ibsley  and  84 
additional  units  at  Hurn. 


BUILDING  LICENCES. 


No.  of  Repair  Licences  Application  received  . .  224 

No.  of  Repair  Licence  Applications  approved  .  .  114 

No.  of  Repair  Licences  refused  .  .  .  .  . .  70 

Total  value  of  Repair  Licences  issued  .  .  .  .  £35,319 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  . .  159 
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SMALL  DWELLING  LICENCES. 

No.  of  Small  Dwelling  Licence  Applications  received 
during  the  year  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  53 

No.  of  outstanding  Small  Dwelling  Licence  Applica¬ 
tions  on  register  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  173 

No.  of  Small  Dwelling  Licences  approved  .  .  . .  4 

Total  number  of  dwellings  for  which  Licences  have 

been  authorised  by  the  Council  to  date  .  .  . .  168 

Total  number  of  dwellings  for  which  Licences  have 

been  issued  by  the  Council  to  date  .  .  .  .  166 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  .  .  .  .  .  .  146 

Number  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  .  .  5 

Number  of  dwellings  not  yet  commenced  but  Licence 

still  operative  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  licences 

have  become  void  or  withdrawn  .  .  . .  . .  14 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  .  .  . .  143 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Ronald  A.  Upstone, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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